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Has there been a time in the last three months when you or a member of your household has been 
unable to pay for medicine or drugs that a doctor had prescribed to you because you did not have 
enough money to pay for them?  (% yes) 
  

  All Adults Income 

  U.S. Total <$24k 
$24k-
<$48k 

$48k-
<$90k 

$90k-
<$120k 

$120k-
<$180k $180k+ 

June 7% 19% 12% 7% 5% 2% 2% 

March 6% 10% 10% 6% 3% 2% 2% 

 
 

  

All Adults Age 

U.S. Total 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 65+ 

June 7% 7% 9% 7% 8% 4% 

March 6% 8% 7% 6% 6% 3% 

 
 

 All Adults Diagnosed with Chronic Condition  

 
U.S. Total 

Immune 
Compromised Depression Diabetes COPD 

June 7% 15% 12% 12% 12% 
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What is the total number of prescription drugs that you are currently using? 
 

  

All Adults Age 

U.S. Total 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 65+ 

Mean 2.82 1.99 2.22 2.51 3.05 3.94 

0 33% 53% 46% 39% 28% 9% 

1 15% 20% 20% 17% 13% 7% 

2 13% 8% 11% 12% 15% 14% 

3-4 20% 13% 14% 20% 21% 29% 

5+ 19% 6% 9% 11% 23% 40% 

 
 

  

All Adults Income 

U.S. Total <$24k $24k-<$48k $48k-<$90k 
$90k-

<$120k 
$120k-
<$180k $180k+ 

Mean 2.82 3.37 3.13 2.85 2.67 2.53 2.30 

0 33% 28% 25% 34% 36% 34% 45% 

1 15% 13% 13% 14% 15% 23% 17% 

2 13% 7% 16% 12% 16% 12% 14% 

3-4 20% 16% 23% 21% 17% 21% 15% 

5+ 19% 37% 22% 20% 16% 10% 9% 
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Thinking about the last 12 months, have you or a family member skipped a pill to save medication in 
order to save money? (% yes) 
 

  All Adults Income 

  U.S. Total <$24k 
$24k-
<$48k 

$48k-
<$90k 

$90k-
<$120k 

$120k-
<$180k $180k+ 

Yes 10% 17% 19% 9% 7% 7% 2% 

  

  All Adults All Adults All Adults <65 65+ 

  U.S. Total 

No prescription 
drugs currently 
being used by 

respondent 

At least one 
prescription 

drug currently 
being used by 

respondent 

At least one 
prescription 

drug currently 
being used by 

respondent 

At least one 
prescription 

drug currently 
being used by 

respondent 

Yes 10% 4% 11% 13% 6% 
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Which of the following options comes closest to your own view? 
 

 All Adults Age Race 

 
U.S. Total 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic 

Government needs to play a 
major role in negotiating 
prescription drug prices for 
Medicare in order to control 
costs 

81% 86% 81% 79% 78% 83% 79% 88% 85% 

Allowing government to 
negotiate drug prices for 
Medicare will hurt 
pharmaceutical competition 
and innovation 

19% 14% 19% 21% 22% 17% 21% 12% 15% 

 
 

 All Adults Income 

 U.S. Total <$24k 
$24k-
<$48k 

$48k-
<$90k 

$90k-
<$120k 

$120k-
<$180k $180k+ 

Government needs to play a 
major role in negotiating 
prescription drug prices for 
Medicare in order to control 
costs 

81% 87% 86% 80% 74% 80% 83% 

Allowing government to 
negotiate drug prices for 
Medicare will hurt 
pharmaceutical competition 
and innovation 

19% 13% 14% 20% 26% 20% 17% 

 
 

 
All 

Adults 
Party Affiliation 

 U.S. 
Total 

Democrat Independent Republican 

Government needs to play a 
major role in negotiating 
prescription drug prices for 
Medicare in order to control 
costs 

81% 97% 80% 61% 

Allowing government to 
negotiate drug prices for 
Medicare will hurt 
pharmaceutical competition 
and innovation 

19% 3% 20% 39% 

 

 



 
 
 

Source: West Health-Gallup U.S. Healthcare Study of U.S. adults (18+) conducted by web via the Gallup Panel from Jan. 25-31, 2021 (n=4,098), Mar. 
15-21, 2021, (n=3,905), Apr. 19-25 (n=3,731), and June 14-20 (n=4,843)  
 
                                  5 
 
Copyright © 2021 Gallup, Inc. All rights reserved.  

Which of the following statements about prescription drug pricing comes closest to your own view? 
 

 All Adults Age Race 

 U.S. Total 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic 

Drug pricing needs to 
undergo major reform in 
order to control costs 

90% 93% 93% 91% 88% 88% 90% 95% 89% 

Drug pricing is fair 
considering the amount it 
costs the companies to 
develop and give access to 
drugs they produce 

10% 7% 7% 9% 12% 12% 10% 5% 11% 

 
 

 All Adults Income 

 U.S. Total <$24k 
$24k-
<$48k 

$48k-
<$90k 

$90k-
<$120k 

$120k-
<$180k $180k+ 

Drug pricing needs to 
undergo major reform in 
order to control costs 

90% 92% 93% 92% 87% 88% 88% 

Drug pricing is fair 
considering the amount it 
costs the companies to 
develop and give access to 
drugs they produce 

10% 8% 7% 8% 13% 12% 12% 

 
 

 All Adults Party Affiliation 

 U.S. Total Democrat Independent Republican 

Drug pricing needs to 
undergo major reform in 
order to control costs 

90% 96% 88% 83% 

Drug pricing is fair 
considering the amount it 
costs the companies to 
develop and give access to 
drugs they produce 

10% 4% 12% 17% 
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How concerned are you about each of the following?  (% concerned or extremely concerned) 
 

  All Adults Insurance Status Insurance Type 

  U.S. Total Insured Uninsured Medicare Medicaid 

Current 
of former 
employer 

Military/ 
Veteran’s 

Plan 
paid fully 
by you 

The cost of healthcare rising 
until you can no longer afford it 

53% 52% 69% 41% 62% 54% 24% 59% 

The cost of prescription drugs 
rising until you can no longer 
afford them 

52% 52% 67% 55% 62% 50% 31% 50% 

Not being able to pay for a 
major health event  

42% 40% 79% 35% 55% 40% 21% 38% 

Losing your health insurance* 30% 31% 9% 20% 59% 32% 8% 28% 

Losing your home due to your 
inability to pay for it 

25% 24% 41% 17% 51% 23% 15% 18% 

Losing your job* 20% 19% 31% 3% 34% 24% 9% 17% 

** Out of all U.S. adults, regardless of insurance or employment status 
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In your opinion, is government doing too much, about the right amount, or not enough to ensure that 

prescription drugs are affordable? 

 
 

  All Adults Age  Race 

  U.S. Total 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic 

Too much 4% 6% 7% 6% 2% 1% 4% 3% 7% 

About the 
right amount 

14% 13% 13% 15% 15% 13% 13% 16% 15% 

Not enough 82% 80% 80% 79% 82% 86% 83% 81% 78% 

 

  All Adults Income Political Identity 

  U.S. Total <$24k 
$24k-
<$48k 

$48k-
<$90k 

$90k-
<$120k 

$120k-
<$180k $180k+ Dem. Ind. Rep. 

Too much 4% 2% 3% 4% 6% 5% 5% 0% 7% 7% 

About the 
right amount 

14% 15% 11% 16% 12% 14% 15% 9% 13% 22% 

Not enough 82% 84% 86% 80% 82% 80% 80% 90% 80% 72% 

 


